Following the Book :Defying Hitler: a Memoir, by Sebastian Haffner
A look at the processes undergone by individuals and society in Germany under the Nazi regime; examination of the relevance of these processes to a different time/place

Purpose: a)  Learning about the conditions in Germany after the rise of the Nazis  from the point of view of S. Haffner

                b)  Discussion of the current contexts of the material studied

Note: This material is intended for high level groups.

Materials: Selected passages from the book; worksheets for groups

Stages:

1. Everyone together: review of the author and the book (with the help of the book cover and the epilogue from the book)

2. In groups: 5 topics: Nazi terror, the general collaboration, description of the eviction of the Jews from the court building, description of the ideological education camp, the effect of “comradeship”
Reading of the texts; carrying out of 2 assignments:

a) Give a comprehensive and representative title to each passage

b) Try to arrange the phenomena presented in the passages in a flowchart depicting the entire process

3. Entire Group – Summary and Current Connections:

a) The groups present the titles and charts; the titles are written on one side of the blackboard

b) Actualization: “On the right side is a précis of the phenomena in Germany in the 1930s; Could any of these take place in other places and at other times?

c) Conclusion – Reading of the text – “The Risks of Indifference” by Wiesel, or “Every Year is 1939” – by A. Gutfreund.

Appendices: - 5 passages (each passage on a  separate page)

                      - a page with the background of the author and the book


“Defying Hitler: a Memoir” – Sebastian Haffner – Instruction Card for Group Activity:





Read the five passages from the book “Defying Hitler: a Memoir”, by Sebastian Haffner 


Give each passage a title


After reading the 5 passages – make a flowchart that arranges the phenomena presented in the passages in the entire process














